Melbourne, Vic. 3207; $89.00; 160 mm x 240 mm; pp. 387. This text is an honest appraisal of the difficulties in the outcome measurement of trauma management. Listing the scoring systems available, it discusses the deficiencies in many and creates a conscience in clinical practice, aiming to improve the quality of care for patients and to stimulate the practice of internal, national and international audit in trauma centres.
Actually intended for specialists in musculoskeletal trauma and those practising in trauma centres and accident and emergency departments, this book assumes a detailed knowledge of trauma management. The chapters are specific to their topic, well presented and are well referenced, containing an extensive review of the literature. Unfortunately, the detailed descriptions of some investigations, and the preponderance of statistics at times result in difficult reading.
It must, however, remain a valuable referral text, especially for those involved in research in this area, and definitely should stimulate further research in the many areas it outlines as requiring further information.
C. MURPHY L. DOOLAN Melbourne, Vic.
Blood: Hemostasis, Transfusion and Alternatives in
the Perioperative Period. Ed: Carl L. Lake and Roger A. Moore; Raven Press, 118S Avenue of the Americas, NY10036, USA; US$148.50; 220 mm x 285 mm; pp. 566.
The concept of writing a textbook dealing with the management of haematological problems in the perioperative period is an excellent one. Such a textbook has long been overdue, and the authors should be commended for making an attempt to produce one. This 566-page book is divided into five sections titled "Hemostatic Mechanisms", "Clinical Evaluation of Patients with Hemostatic Dysfunction", "Transfusion Therapy", "Alternatives to Transfusion Therapy" and "Special Concerns".
The first two sections address normal and abnormal haemostasis, including hypercoagulation and thrombotic disorders. Although some of these topics are covered in depth, they lack clarity, particularly so, as the book is intended mainly for surgeons and anaesthetists. The sections are riddled with conceptual and typographic errors. Some of the diagrams are too complex and misleading. For instance, the coagulation cascade depicted on page 5 is far too complicated, and some of the arrows are pointing the BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 24, No. 2, April 1996 
